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All programs are held on the second Thursday of  
the months listed below at the Whatcom Museum 
Rotunda Room at 7:30 p.m. Free and open to all.

February 9: Janet Oakley on pioneer foods and their 
presentation.
March 9: Josh Stilts on his newly published book 
“Whatcom Fish Tales” about the local commercial 
fishing industy.
April 13: Edradine Hovde on the restoration of  the 
Pickett House.
If  you miss a program this season and for the past 
couple of  years, most of  them are available online 
thanks to Dal Neitzel of  BTV-10. Go to YouTube 
and search for Whatcom County Historical Society.

Despite the flood loss, a box of  2016 Journals is still 
available at the Museum for members to pickup or to 
be mailed.
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Wes Gannaway has been conducting research 
on local history since the mid-80s. His interest 
was originally on the use of  the Chuckanut 
Sandstone as a building stone, and has gone on 
from there. He has co-authored 4 books on the 
history of  Whatcom County and is working 
on three more. Using his extensive personal 
collection of  old photographs and some 
from the State Archives and the Whatcom 
Museum collections, Wes will be talking about 
the first saw mills, the Mt. Baker Gold rush, 
and various scenes and buildings around the 
County. Wes’ only problem will be keeping the 
length of  the talk within the time allowed.

Wes moved with his family from Seattle to 
Whatcom County in 1971 to work at the 
ARCO refinery. His main interest is in the field of  geology and he attended WWC 

in the late 70s. His specialties are in 
paleo botany and mineralogy. Wes has 
travelled extensively through-out the West 
to numerous localities dealing with his 
interests. He is now retired and spends 
half  his time on research and writing and 
half  on his outdoor work. Most of  his 
natural history collections are now in the 
Burke Museum and archives in Seattle, 
and many of  his photographs are in the 
archives at the Whatcom Museum. He is 
also Historical Society Vice-President and 
on the board of  the Rock and Gem Club.

Above, the Whatcom County Courthouse circa 1904. 
Below left, the Whatcom Mill, 1854.  Courtesy.
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Thank you to these members for renewing or joining:
Subscription ($15): Jani Adderly, Ann Nugent

Individual ($25): K.B. and Janene Aker, Janet Boyhan,  Jim & Arlene Blunck, Geoff  Cummings, Jim Doidge, Jere Edwards, 
Michelle Fisher, Wes and Deb Gannaway, Fred Goodman, Jo Wallace Guthrie, Marion Heath,

Edradine Hovde, Francis & Irwin Lecocq, Lance Lindell, Fred Lund, Richard Maricle, Alan Richardson, Paul and Janet Rogerson, 
Mary Rossi, Diane Smith,  Howard Steiner, Todd Warger

Sustaining($50):  Gayle Helgoe 

SPECIAL THANKS TO DONORS TO T.G. RICHARDS BUILDING PRESERVATION/MAINTENANCE
Richard Abbott ($50); Howard Steiner 50.00

Annual $100 Benefactors:  
K.B. & Janene Aker, Robert & Jere Edwards, Eppard Vision/Mary Rossi, Wes & Deb Gannaway, Marion Heath, 

Gayle Helgoe, Laura Laffrado, Phoenix Solutions

Board Member Elections
Every year prior to the December program, the 
Whatcom County Historical Society holds a short 
general membership meeting, per bylaws, to elect 
board members for the following year.  

The following board members were re-elected 
to a two-year term: Wes Gannaway, Edradine 
Hovde, Al Currier, and Janet Oakley.  Continuing 
for the second year of  their term are: Janene 
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❑ $15 One year newsletter subscription
❑ $25 Individual membership or non-profit organization, newsletter + one copy Journal + 10% member discount 
❑ $50 Sustaining member or business member, (same benefits as above) + discount on building rentals
❑ $100 Supporting member (same plus choice of historic photographic print from Whatcom Museum, call 393-6782)
❑ $250 Patron member (same as all above, plus special future recognition)   

❑ Additional donation $_____ ____ In memory of _____________________________________________________________
❑ Additional donation $_________ for preservation of Territorial County Courthouse on E Street in Bellingham

Name: ___________________________________________________  ❑ Check and leave blank if same as mail label
Business/Organization name: ________________________________________________________
Street/Box _______________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________ State___________ Zip 
___________________

Telephone
 
________________________________ E-mail

 
_________________________________

❑ Please send me information on Building Rentals __ and/or Richards Building Preservation efforts ___
 

❑
Expiration date on newsletter mailing label may not be updated until second issue after payment.

The Whatcom County Historical Society is a registered 501(c)3 organization. Your membership is tax-deductible, except for value of gift items.  
Please call (360) 393-6782 for information about your membership and benefits

Aker, Gretchen Anderson, Donna Pattinson, and 
Kim Thornadtsson. Carole Teshima and Susan 
Kingman are leaving the board to focus on other 
Society projects. The Board elects officers for 
the year at their first regularly scheduled meeting 
January 5.

The Board engaged in board training in 2016, 
which will be helpful in planning and decision 
making, especially around the T.G. Richards 
Building.

The perfect storm hit the T.G. Richards building 
causing unknown thousands of  dollars of  damage and 
inventory loss between Sat., Dec. 17 and Mon. Dec. 19.  
A combination of  super high tides, snow melt, rain, and 
a power failure to the sump pump caused the bottom 
floor to flood with about a foot of  water before it was 
discovered by chance.  All of  the saleable books and 
Journals and some reference books that were stored on 
the floor or bottom shelves of  book cases and all the files 
in the bottom file drawers were total losses. The rest were 
moved upstairs under circulating air in an effort to keep 
them from mildewing. Thank you to Janene and K. Aker, 
Wes Gannaway, Donna Pattinson, Bob Garbe, Carole 
Teshima, and Margaret Hellyer for doing the heavy lifting 
at short notice. There is still a lot of  work to do once the 
damage is assessed and repaired.  

The bottom floor was the original first floor when the 
building was built in 1858 on the beach in the settlement 

Two boxes of  lost 2016 Journals.

of  Whatcom.  Because the surrounding area 
has since been built up using fill, it is now 
under ground level although accessible at the 
back by stairs and the new ADA lift.  During 
the renovation, a drainage area and a pump 
were installed.  For more on the history of  the 
building see the website: whatcomhistory.net.
There is also a link on the website to a Go-
FundMe campaign for donations to help with 
the recovery. 

Call Wes Gannaway at 384-4209 if  you have 
questions, would like to see the building, or 
can help in any way - financially, physically, or 
have experience in recovery planning. All as-
sistance is appreciated.  Thank you.

Surviving books, Journals and files that were moved upstairs under 
circulating fans and dehumidifier to help prevent mildewing.

T.G.Richard Buildings Floods


